RESOLUTION 2016-3

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF BAXTER
BY DELETING THE OFFICE OF CITY RECORDER IN ITS ENTIRETY

WHEREAS, the City Recorder of the City of Baxter is one of the last popularly elected City
Recorder positions in the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the position of City Recorder has become technically demanding and requires
certain educational, training and experience that are not prerequisites to being elected to the
position; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen believe it would be an improvement in city
operations and better for the citizens of the City of Baxter if they can appoint a qualified person
to any position with such demanding responsibilities and be able to review that person's
performance as they do with other City government positions; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen are all popularly elected so the citizens of the
City of Baxter still have a strong, clear voice and say in who shall serve in all city offices;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Baxter requests that the Tennessee
General Assembly amend the City Charter of the City of Baxter by deleting the office of City
Recorder in its entirety.

Duly passed and adopted this 15% day of March, 2016.

Jeff Wilhite, Mayor

City Seal:

Attest:

\QTQWJ wh Cuudino

Stacey M, &ri%City Recqrder




** DELETE CITY RECORDER FROM CHARTER **
CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF BAXTER, TENNESSEE *

CHAPTER NO. 35
SENATE BILL NO. 19%6.

By Mr. Gore.)

A BILL to be entitled " An act to incorporate the town of Baxter msPutnam County,
Tennessee and to provide for the government theg€ofi.To establish a school
district therein. To provide for the election of off ts; preséeibe their duties and
for other purposes.”

Section 1. Name. creation of bodvipe c. Be it enacted by the
General Assembly of the State of Tennessec; . \at the town of Baxter in the

purchase and ho],d
for the same for:fht

ordmances as may‘%
reglﬁ

'-m When necessary, the boundary and location of
__11eyse>f to grade pave and- keep in repair the streets and

ofﬁcers or% ommxttees that are necessary to carry on the busmess of the
corporatlon to levy and collect taxes for the purposes of carrying the necessary
measures into operation for the benefit of said town and all necessary laws and
ordinances to carry the intent and meaning of the Act into effect and to have all
‘power given amunicipal corporation by the laws of the same; provided they are

not incompatible with the constitution with the laws of the State.
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ARTICLE 2.

OFFICERS OF THE TOWN

Section 1. Terms and qualifications of office. Be it further enacted, that the
government of the Town of Baxter shall be vested in a mayor, and four (4)
aldermen and-areeorder to be elected to staggered terms as follows:

(a)  The terms of the mayor; and aldermen ¢ elédted on the first
Saturday in March, 1993, shall be extended to thé dat\; i the regular August
election held on the first Thursday in August, 1996. :

(b) At the regular August elﬁ
August, 1996: the mayor
of office.

i .Thugsday in
e¥ear term

(2)  the two (2) candidates for the of

of alderman who receive the
%qighest number of votes shallb 3

ear term of office.

recorder 45 ‘ap . tistha ‘
office; provxde_ A that he' office of City Recorder is abolished
e:ff‘ex:‘%%:i%?z”2 n [date private act st ;_-ed bV Gov, Lt. Gov. and Sneaker] 2016

I ihrere shall be elected by the quahﬁed voters
e lmgn S of the tovvn and by quahﬁed voters domiciled
1 _he town who own abona fide freehold interestin the town.
-shall :be quahﬁed to hold, or continue in the office of mayor; .and
‘ldermé% and-recorder who is not a domiciliary of the town. In the
%{h removal, ef resignation, or change in- dormcﬂe of the mayor
I v the perso die 1 TeY resio
changed his éarherdmmcﬂe ﬁmnthe City of Baxter shall be demnedau‘comatlcally vacated
on the effective date of such change or transition, and the board of mayor and
aldermen shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy for the unexpired
term. [Asreplaced by Priv. Acts 1989, ch. 78, § 1;and Priv. Acts 1994, ch. 171]

Section 2. Election of officers. Be it further enacted, That the persons
qualified under the preceding section who receive the highest number of votes
at any election shall be proclaimed elected to their respective offices. [As



replaced by Priv. Acts 1989, ch. 78, § 2] C-3
ARTICLE 3.

Section 1. Boundaries. ' Be it further enacted, That the corporation limit
of the town of Baxter shall be as follows:

Beginning at the mouth of a branch where it empties into the Nine Lick
Creek, being a corner of the Baxter Seminary property; thefige:up said branch No.
84° E. 400 feet to a stake on the south side of said b "c’h; énce S.36° E. 933
feet to a stake at the south corner of the W. S. Swalléw; es1dence thence south
82 1/2° E. 1250 feet to the east side of the Baxter 1fH:R oad, at the mouth of
a Iane thence with said lane N. 75° E. 495 & 0¥ £amew street; thence

thence N. 2° E 171 feet to a stake, it being the
lot thence N. 70° E. 386 fee

thence with his south boundary Tine N.
242 feet to a stake on the east 312‘1@ ¥ 7. A Isbell's land thence Wlth
said street N. 18¥E: ke g 89° W. 343 feet to a stake;
thence N. 4° £ 'to a st&%ln the right-of- -way on the north side of the
Tennessee 4 % : Vi

gﬁg to Albert Elhs thence N. 83°W. 1,275 feet to.a
e of Baxter and Carthage hlghway, thence Wlth the west s1de

g-;gace thence S. 40° W. 200 feet to north of W, A Beatty s

nee ¢&'S. 181/2° E., crossing the center of railroad at 486 feet and 1,243
feet west - ‘82nd mile post 1,180 feet to W. B. Clevenget's southwest corner
north of thé Cookeville and Buffalo Valley Road; thence on the north side of the
‘road with W. B. Clevenger's south boundary line N. 56° E. 400 feet to a stake;
thence N. 65° E. 860 feet to a stake; thence N. 25° E. 508 feet to a stake
near the mouth of a small branch, the beginning. [As amended by Priv. Acts
1917, ch. 553, and Priv. Acts 1949, ch.282]
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ARTICLE IV.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Section 1. Oath of mayvor and aldermen. Be it further enacted, That the
Mayor and Aldermen of said town shall, before entering upon the duties oftheir
office, take an oath before some judge, county mayor or other officer
authorized to take oaths such as a Notary Public holdi' fﬁce in or having

faithfully, uprightly, and honestly perform their chg; ; RMayor and Aldermen
of said-cerperation the City of Baxter during theifi¢ ince i

Section 2. FErect and maintain Workh T Burther enacted,
That the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of&: full power
and authority to erect a workhouse an : “Sife
of persons convicted of any violatioft ny b 1aws or ordm‘hnces of said
corporation who fail or refuse to pay or segiireito éﬁ:}’)ald the fines and costs
accruing thereon; the Mayor and Aldermen gy, provide by ordinance for their
confinement in said work-hot ck—up or calabog e and put them to work for
the town within an inclosure

t they d’eg

] gsoft

1Sgtion. The Board of Mayor and Aldermen shail also
v auth@ﬁty to appoint all other officers and a,gents of the

- - Estabhsh and open streets. etc. Be it fmther enacted That the
Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the town of Baxter shall have full power and
authority t0 lay off, open new streets, lanes and alleys in said town, and to
extend the old ones for the convenience of the inhabitants thereof in the manner
and mode. prescribed by Section 1388, 1389, 1390, 1391 of the Code of
Tennessee.

Section 5. Power to provide for arrests. Be it further enacted, That the
Mayor and Aldermen of the town of Baxter shall have the power and authority by
ordinance within the town to provide for the arrest and confinement until trial of




all rioters and disorderly persons within the town by day or night, afd 7to
authorize the arrest and the detention of all suspicious persons violating any
ordinance of the town or in violation of the State of Tennessee.

Section 6. Grant of franchises. Be it further enacted, That the Mayor and
Aldermen shall not grant any exclusive franchise or privilege to any person or
corporation within the limit of said town for a longer period of twenty years,
except the right of Railroad Companies to build their lines of railroad over,
‘through, and under the streets, alleys, or lanes of the to

and owner thereof, or if any building in the
be unsafe the Board of Mayor and Aldermen
down after reasonable notice4
Aldermen shall not declare a°
the passage of this Act.

of Mayor and Al
ordmances n ‘vessary

s e uent meet i to pagé vany ordmance or resolutmn over the Mayor s veto.
Thg*é' rd‘of May@:gand Aldermen shall meet regularly once a month at such time
and 'p»I __sa Wn as they may be ordmance fix, and that such spe<:1a1

Sect aon 10. Ordinances to be signed by mavor: may be used in evidence. Be
it further enacted, That all ordinances shall be signed by the Mayor and Recorder

and the same shall be spread upon the minutes of the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen, and shall be filed and preserved among the records of the town. They
shall be recorded in a book kept for the public, and a certified copy of all
ordinances from the minutes of from the book kept for the purpose shall be full
evidence of the same in all trials in any of the Courts of the State, the certificates
to be made by the Mayor under the seal of the Corporation, if the Corporation
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have a seal.

SY-RECORDER-AND CITYJUDGE

1

ARTICLE 5

of Baxter.

the City

is abolished in

ty Recorder i

i

The office of C

1

1011

Sect

e Watinaa Wat '

AT

judege. Be it further

Section 2. 5: Appointment and compensation of ci




enacted, That the Board of Mayor and Aldermen are authorized to elect £ty
Judge to serve at the will of the Board of Mayor and Aldermen. The
compensatmn of the Clty Judge shall be fixed by the Board of Mayor and

The City Judge shall have original Jurrschctron to try all offenses for v101atlons of
the municipal ordinances and such jurisdiction as is otherwise provided for by
Iennessee law for municipal judges. [As added by Priv. Acts 1967, ch. 401, §
3]

ARTICLE 6. TAXES

t arsigned orders and his
< Aand for which he shall receive

delinquent list shall be his vouchers for the s‘
credit.

Section 2. Tax rate. Be it aking the tax levy said
Board of Mayor and Aldermemzshall didathe Iﬁfal levy for all purposes for
any year at a hrgh :

%g&y the owner or occupant of said property on or
.oefore | May f the ensuing year and no personal property of the
e gr of sard 1 bé¢* found Wrthm the ‘bounds of said corporatron, out of
which: a1d taxes“f in be made, then it shall ‘be the duty of %he%eeeréer of an

' - r'or employee of the City to certify the sameé to the first term
: < th\es"%hrcmt or Chancery Court of Putnam County, giving a fuil
descrlptlon, isaid property in each case so certified to in said Court. It shall
be the duty(,, T said Cireuit-Court at the term to which said list is so certified to
enter a jaéfgemeﬁ{ judgment for the amount of the taxes due said corporation, _
interest thereon and the costs, and direct that a writ of sale shall issue to the
Sheriff of Putnam County who shall sell said real estate for the satisfaction of
said taxes, interest and costs; and in making said sale the Sheriff shall be
governed by the same laws and regulations which now governs Sheriffs in
selling land levied on under execution of said Gireuit Court, and sales made
under writs of venditioni exponas, which tax when collected by the Sheriff shail




be paid by him to the Recorder of said town for the use of said corporatiof;—add
the purchaser at such sale shall acquire a legal title to said land, subject
however to the right of redemption for two years form the date of sale in favor
of the party whose land is sold or any creditor of such party and in case of
redemption under sales on process from said Court.

Section 4. Road tax and poll tax. Be it further enacted, That parties living
within said corporation who are subjects to road duty on the public roads of
Putnam County, shall pay a specialroad tax for the purpdse,of Keeping up the
streets of said corporation to be fixed by the Board of Mayor 4 d Aldermen and
to not exceed three dollars ($3.00) per vear, and thatéa rsons who live within
said corporation who are subject to a poll tax sh A\ sum of one dollar
($1.00) as poll tax, which shall go to the ben ﬁ
corporation.

o the best interest of the corporation; to
o1 for the payment of any money that may

I 'SO( _1f practicable, give in Wntmg to the Board of
er;(g} of the conditions of the town in relation to its
685 j‘1tary condmon and suggest such improvements as
; he sj&aﬂ at all times have access to the books and records in
: ';corder and in case of absence of the Mayor, the Aldermen
ct one of ;ﬁmr number to pre&de in the absence of the Mayor, and the
ected éﬁaﬂ while so preszdmg, have all the power and perform all the
; 155 the Mayor

ARTICLE VIII. CITY SCHOOLS

Section 1. Be it further enacted, That the town of Baxter is hereby created a
special school district, and that the common or public school of said town shall be
managed and controlied by a board of school directors composed of three
persons, who shall be bona fide citizens and residents of said town, whose term of
office shall be for a period of two years, and who shall be elected by the qualified
voters of the town, said election being at the same time and place as for the



Board of Mayor and Aldermen, said directors shall have full power to m&ndde
and control the public schools, to elect and employ teachers, and prescribe rates
and regulations for said schools and teachers thereof, and to fix their salaries
within limits prescribed by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen by ordinance
and to arrange with existing schools for tuition of resident pupils. Said district
shall be known as the "Town of Baxter District." Said Directors shall organize
as District School Directors or Commissioners are organized, and act under the
general laws of the State in reference to the public school funds and be under

intendents. Said Board of
num’@%r Chairman and
T the penod for which

general laws of the State in %
of Baxter, except as herein moehf” 7
all of money from the public sohool
the district are org;

d, 'and also to pay over to said directors the
: é‘f%fhon orpublic schools that shall come into his
ng;essee according to the scholastic population of
3y as to other school d1rectors in the county -

O n 1. Sl arV of mavor. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the mayor
shall receiyie 54 ary of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000) per year, one hundred
dollars ($10@‘~ “tor each regular meeting, and fifty dollars ($50) for each

special me@%mg of the Board of Mayor and Alderman that themayor attends or
such other amount to be determined by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.

Section 2. Salary of aldermen. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That
Aldermen shall receive one hundred dollars ($100) for each regular meeting and
fifty dollars ($50) for each special meeting ofthe Board of Mayor and Alderman
that an alderman attends or such other amount to be determined by Board of .
Mayor and Aldermen.



EFFECTIVE DATE

Section 1. Town attorney. Be it further enacte
and Aldermen shall have the right to employ som
Attorney and to fix the salary of such office.




